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Pofcentes vario multum diverfa palato, Hor. 


panes? H Ave feleGted the following letters from 
ry? a great number which I have lately been 
; favoured with from unknown correfpon- 
: dents; and as they both relate nearly to 
w= the fame fubjeét, I thall without further 
preface fubmit them to the public. 


’ Jo Mr. TOW WN. 
SIR, ) 
HEN you was got into White's, 1 was in hopes 
that you would not have confin’d yourfelf merely 
to the gaming-table, but have given us an account of the 
entertainment at their ordinaries. A bill of fare from 
thence would have been full as diverting to your. readers 
ven Pp as 
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as the laws of the game, or a lift of their bets. . Thefe gen- 


‘themen, we are told, are no lefs. adepts in the fcience- of 


Eating than of Gaming; and as. Hoyle has reduc’d the latter 
into a new and complete fyftem, I could with that their 
cook (who to be fure is a Frenchman) would alfo oblige the 
world by a treatife on the Art and Myftery of Sauces. 


Anvetv, Mr. Town, it forprizes the that you have fo 
jong neglected to make fore reflections on the Diet of this 
great city. Dr. Martin Lifer, who,was univerfally allowed 
to be a great Connorfeur, and publifhed feveral learned trea- 
tifes upon cockle-fhells, did not think it beneath him to 
comment on the works of Apicius Cealius, who had collected 
together many valuable receipts in cookery, as practifed by 
the Romans. If you’would preferve your papers from the 
indignity of covering breafts of veal, or wrapping up cutlets 
@_la Maintenon, 1 would advife you to lard them now and 
then with the ragouts of Heliogabalus, or a parallel between 
our modern foups and the Lacedemonian black broth. Your 
works might then be univerfally read, from the miftrefs in 
the parlour down to the cookmaid and {fcullion, 


ir isabfolutely neceflary for people of all tempers, com- 
plexions, perfuafions, habits and ftations of life, however 
they may differ in other particulars, to concur in the grand 
article of Eating ; and as the humours of the body arife 
from the food we take in, the difpofitions of the mind feem 
to bear an equal refemblance to our places of refrefhment. 
You have already taken a review of our feveral coffee-houfes; 
and I with you would proceed to delineate the different cha- 
racters that are to be found in our taverns and chop-houfes. 
A friend of mine always judges of a man of tafte and 
fafhion, by afking who is his peruke-maker, or his taylor? 
Upon the fame principles, when I would form a juft opinion 
of 
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any man’s temper and inclinations, I always enquire, where 
does he dine ¢ 


f 


Tue difference between the taverns near St. Sames’s and 
thofe about the ’Change confifts not fo much in the coftli- 
nefs as the fubftance of their viands, The round-bellied 
alderman, who breathes the foggy air of the city, requires 
a more folid diet than the high kickthaws of our meagre 
perfons of quality. My Lord, or Sir obn, after having 
whiled away an hour or two at the Parliament-houfe, drive 
to the Star and Garter to regale on Macaroni, or ‘pid- 
dle with an Ortolan ; while the merchant, who has plodded 
all the morning in the Alley, fits down to a Turtle-Feaft 
at the Crown or the King’s Arms, and crams himfelf with 
Calipafh and Calipee. As the city taverns are apptopriated 
to men of bufinefs, who drive bargains for thoufands over 
their morning’s gill, the taverns about the.court are gene- 
rally filled with an infipid race of mortals who have nothing 
todo. Among thefe you may fee moit of our young men 
of fafhion and young officers of the guards, who meet at 
thefe places to thew the elegarice of their tafte by the 
expenfivenefs of their dinnet ; and I know an Enfign with 
fcatce any income but his commiffion, who prides him~ 


felf on keeping the beft company, and throws down more 


than a week's pay for his reckoning. 


Tue taverns about the purlieus of Covent-Garden are de- 
dicated to Venus as well as Ceres and Liber; and you may 
frequently fee the jolly meffmates of both fexes go in and 
come out in couples, like the clean and unclean beafts in 
Noab’s atk. ‘Thefe houfes are equally indebted for their 
fupport to the Cook and that worthy perfonage whom they 
have dignified with the title of Pimp. Thefe gentlemen 
contrive to play into each other’s hands: The firft by his 
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high foups and rich fauces prepares the way for the occu- 
pation of the other, who having reduced the patient by a 
proper exercife of his art, returns him back again to go 
through the fame regimen as before. We may therefore 
fuppofe that the culinary arts are no lefs ftudied here than 
at White’s or Pontac’s. ‘True geniufes in Eating will con- 
tinually ftrike out new improvements; but I dare fay neither 
Braund nor Lebeck ever made up a more extraordinary ditfh 
than I once remember at the Caffe. Some bloods being 
in company with a celebrated fille de joye, one of them 
pulled off her thoe, and in excefs of gallantry filled it with 
Champagne, and drank it off to her health: in this de- 
licious draught he was immediately pledged by the reft ; 
and then, to carry the compliment ftill further, he ordered 
it to be dreft, and ferved up for fupper. The cook fet him- 
felf ferioufly to work upon it: He pulled the upper part 
(which was of damafk) into fine fhreds, and toffed it up in 
a ragout; minced the fole; cut the wooden heel into very 
thin flices, fried them in butter, and placed them round the 
dith for garnifh. The company, you may be fure, tefti- 
fied their affeCtion for the lady by eating very heartily of this 
exquifite smpromptu ; and as this tranfaction happened juft 
after the French King had taken a cobler’s daughter for his 
miftrefs, Iom Pierce (who has the ftile as well as art of a 
French cook) in his bill politely called it, in honour of her 
name, De foulier a la Murpby. 


Taverns, Mr. Town, feem contrived for the pro- 
moting of luxury; while the humbler Chop-houfes are de- 
figned only to fatisfy the ordinary cravings of nature. Yet 
at thefe you may meet with a variety of characters: at 
Dolly’s and Horfeman’s you commonly fee the hearty lovers 
of a beef-fteak and gill ale; and at Befty’s and the chop- 
houfes about the Inns of Court, a pretty maid is as inviting 
as 
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as the provifions. In thefe common refectories you may 
always find the jemmy attorney’s clerk, the prim curate, the 
walking phyfician, the thabby valet de chambre upon board: 
Wages, and the foreign count of marquis in difhabille, who 
has refufed to dine with a duke or an ambafiador. At 
a little eating-houfe in a dark alley behind the ’Change I 
once faw a grave citizen, worth a plumb, order a two-penny 
mefs of broth with a boiled chop in it: when it was brought 
him, he fcooped the crumb out of a half-penny roll, and 
foaked it in the porridge for his prefent meal; then carefully 
placing the chop between the upper and under cruft, he 
wrapped it up in a checked handkerchief, and carried it off 
for the morrow’s repaft, 


Is HALL leave it to you, fir, to make further refle@tions 
on this fubjeét, and fhould be glad to dine with you at any 
tavern, dive with you into any cellar, take a beef-fteak in 
Ivy-lane, a mutton-chop behind St: C/ement’s, or, if you 
chufe it, an extempore faufage or black-pudding over the 
farthing fries at Moor-Fields or the Horfe-Guards. 

Your humble fervant, 
Pye-Corner, May 28. T. Savoury. 


Mr. TOWN! 


Y ove it is a fhame, a burning fhame, to fee the 

honour of England, the glory of our nation, the greateft 
pillar of life, Roast Beer, utterly banifhed from our tables; 
This evil, like many othets, has been growing upon us by 
degrees: it was begun by wickedly placing the Beef upon 
a fide table, and fcreening it by a parcel of queue-tailed fel- 
lows in laced waiftcoats.. However, the odorous effluvia 
generally affected the {mell of every true Briton in the 
room. The butler was fatigued with carving: the mafter 
of the houfe grew pale, and fickened at the fight of thofe 
juicy collops of fat and lean that came fwimming in gravy 


Qq and 











































a we 


- eae SS ee i ee 





iT 














3} 


14... The CONNOISSEUR. No. 19. 


and: daveking moft delicioufly under our. noftrils. Other 
methods therefore were to be purfued., The Beef was ftill 
ferved up, but jt,was brought up cold, It was put upon a 
table in the darkeft part of the room, and immured between 
four walls formed artificially by the fervants with the hats 
of thé® company. “When the jellies and the flip-flops were 
coming in, the Beef was carried off in as fecret a manner as 
if it*had-gene through the ceremonies of concoction. But 
{till fir,, under all thefe difadvantages we had a chance of 
getting a-flice as it pafled by. Now alas! it is not fuffered 
to come-up ftairs, I dare fay it is generally banifhed from 
the fteward’s table; nor do I fuppofe that the powdered 
feotmen will touch it, for fear of dawbing their ruffles. So 
that the difh that was ferved up to the royal tables, the difh 
that was the breakfaft of Queen Elizabeth and her maids 
of honour, the dith that received the dignity of knighthood 
from’ King ‘fames the Firft; is now become the food only 
of feullions and ftable-boys, In what words can I vent my 
refentment upon this oceafion? efpecially when I reflect that 
innovatians. feldom come alone. Toafted cheefe is already 
buried in rammekins: plumb-porridge has been long ba-. - 
nifhed: I tremble for plumb-pudding. May we not live to 
fee a leg of pork detefted as earrion? and a fhoulder of mutton 
avoided as if it were horfe-flefh ? Our only hopes are in the 
Clergy, and in the Beef-fteak Club, The former ftill preferve, 
and probably will preferve, the rectitude of their appetites; 
and will do juftice to Beef, wherever they find it. ‘Fhe latter 
(who are compofed of the moft ingenious artifts in the 
kingdom) meet every Saturday in a noble room at the top 
of Govent-Garden theatre, and never fuffer any difh except 
Reef-fteaks to appear.’ Thefe~ indeed are ‘moft glorious 
examples: but what alas! are the weak endeavours of 
a few to’ oppofe ‘the daily inroads of fricaffees and foup- 
maigres?' This, Mr."Town, isa national concern, as it may 
prove more deftructive to Beef than'the diftemper among the 
horned cattle': and‘fhould the modith averfion-againft ramps 
and firloins continue, it will be abfolutely neceflary to enforce 
the love of Beef by act of parliament. Yours, 





GoLrau ENGLISH. 
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